Early Diagnosis and Treatment of Asymptomatic Vertical Enamel and Dentin Cracks.
Asymptomatic vertical enamel and dentin cracks can lead to multiple pathologic consequences ranging from caries to pulpal involvement, periodontal involvement, complete tooth fracture, and tooth loss if intervention is postponed. Early diagnosis, using magnification, tactile examination, transillumination, and dyes, and early restorative and occlusal treatments can be incorporated into daily practice to prevent further crack propagation before asymptomatic cracks become symptomatic and cause further damage to the dentition and surrounding tissues. This article reviews the rationales and presents a systematic approach for early diagnosis and treatment of asymptomatic vertical enamel and dentin cracks based on current evidence.